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For Immediate Release March 11, 1990Statement by the Press: SecretaryThe United States has never recognized the forcible incorporationof the independent states of Estonia, Latvia, or Lithuania intothe USSR. We have consistently supported the Baltic peoples'inalienable right to peaceful self-determination.The new Parliament has declared its intention to restoreLithuanian independence. The United States would urge the Sovietgovernment to respect the will of the citizens of Lithuania asexpressed through their freely elected representatives andexpects the government of Lithuania to consider the rights of itsminority population.The United States believes it is in the mutual interest ofLithuania, the Soviet Union, and all CSCE countries to resolvethis issue peacefully.We call upon the Soviet government to address its concerns andinterests through immediate constructive negotiations with thegovernment of Lithuania.We hope that all parties will continue to avoid any initiation ofencouragement of violence.Handwriting: Issued following Sunday, March 11, 1990 Declaration ofLithuanian restoration of sovereigntyState pass to Jim CollinsEUR for Nyoka White


